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Re: Ending the crisis of violence against women and girls with disabilities

3 December 2023

Dear UN Leaders,

Women and girls with disabilities face a particular kind of violence. We are targets of violence
because we are women and because we are disabled. Due to this, levels of violence against us
are exceedingly high. Global data is hard to come by, but UNFPA estimated that 40 to 68 percent
of young women with disabilities experience sexual violence before the age of eighteen.1 A
study in Australia found that 62 percent of women with disabilities under 50 had experienced
violence since the age of 15.2 In Nepal, 31 percent of women with disabilities responding to a
survey reported experiencing violence.

Because of our disabilities, perpetrators have the advantage. A blind woman cannot see who is
harming her or where she is being taken. A woman in a wheelchair has no choice but to go
where the person pushing her insists. Perpetrators know that a woman with an intellectual
disability or a woman with multiple disabilities will not be able to report what happens to them,
making rape and other forms of violence easier to do.

Perpetrators know they can get away with it because they do. Every day. Recently a child in a
village where one of us works was raped. Her mother discovered the violation when she bathed
the girl. But the girl has an intellectual disability and a speech impairment. There was no way the
child could share who had done this to her.

More often than not, violence against us is perpetrated by people who are supposed to care for
us — family members, teachers and caregivers. This dependence on others makes it very

2 United Nations Population Fund, Young Persons with Disabilities: Global study on ending gender-based violence and realising sexual
and reproductive health and rights, (New York, July 2018), page 116.
https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/Final_Global_Study_English_3_Oct.pdf

1 United Nations, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Media Center, Statement, “Panel 1: Violence against women
and girls with disabilities,” 05 July 2021, accessed June 23, 2023.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2021/07/panel-1-violence-against-women-and-girls-disabilities



difficult for women with disabilities to leave an abusive situation, seek help and report violence.
A deaf person cannot share their story without an interpreter. A woman with an intellectual
disability might not have the language to explain what happened to them. A woman with a
physical disability often needs transportation assistance. Imagine wanting to report violence,
but you cannot because the person you rely on for interpretation, transportation, or for your
meals and medication is the perpetrator.

Social stigma contributes to the problem. Some cultures do not see the point in educating girls
with disabilities, contributing to the fact that some young women and girls are not aware that
what they are experiencing is violence. This is particularly true of sexual violence. And it extends
to the children of parents with intellectual disabilities. Because of stigmas, perpetrators think
they can do whatever they want to a child of parents with disabilities.

It pains us so much that so many incidents of violence occur around the world, that so much of
this violence goes unreported, that so many families receive no justice and so many women and
girls suffer.

As UN leaders, you are aware of the data and the problem.We are writing to urge you to support
a solution we believe in: a treaty in the form of a new Optional Protocol to CEDAW dedicated to
ending violence against women and girls.

Is such an instrument truly necessary? It is. We as a global community have been trying to
address the crisis of violence against women and girls for decades. The human rights
emergency needs something to get the world’s attention, to get every nation to prioritize the
problem. A new global instrument has the power to do that. With violence against women and
girls in the spotlight, the specific and unique needs of violence against women and girls with
disabilities has a chance to be seen and addressed in a larger and more comprehensive way.

The scope and complexity of the problem is one reason a treaty is essential. The other reason is
the legal gaps. An Optional Protocol to CEDAW will be binding on states, closing a normative
gap in the framework on violence against women and girls.

An Optional Protocol would also close the geographic gap left by the regional instruments on
violence against women and girls — the Convention of Belém do Pará in the Americas, the
Maputo Protocol in Africa, and the Istanbul Convention in Europe. Collectively, these only cover
about 25 percent of women, leaving nearly 75 percent of the world’s women without protection
from a binding instrument specific to ending violence against women and girls.3

When analyzed from an intersectional point of view, treaty text can recognize the double
oppression we experience as both women and people with disabilities, or multiple oppression, if

3 Every Woman Treaty, Safer Now: Rapid rise in violence against women and girls demands highest level of global commitment,
(Seattle, February 2023), page 19.
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a woman with a disability is also a migrant or refugee, indigenous, a person of color, a gay
woman or other marginalized group. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD) acknowledges that women and girls are subject to multiple discriminations (Preamble
(q); Article 6)4 and that all people have a right to live free from violence (Articles 15 and 16).5

However, its mention of gender-based violence is not specific enough, nor comprehensive
enough, to address the crisis of violence perpetrated on women and girls with disabilities,
including sexual violence.

An Optional Protocol would provide that specificity, and address barriers to justice. It would
send a message to the entire globe that certain behaviors are unacceptable and will be treated
with zero tolerance. We envision a new instrument’s implementation system as metrics-based,
modeled after the Tobacco Treaty’s MPOWER framework. A metrics-based scorecard would
track State party’s efforts to eradicate violence against women and girls against a set of
standard benchmarks, providing clear and actionable monitoring and accountability.

An Optional Protocol would also further the UN’s work on women’s rights, including progress on
Sustainable Development Goals Nos. 5.2 and 5.3, progress on gender equality set out by
CEDAW, progress on alleviating poverty, progress on upholding the rights of persons with
disabilities, and more.6

For us, a new binding framework would support the work we do every day on the ground in
nations around the world to stop the violence against us, support survivors, educate families,
and seek justice.

We have it within us to change the course of human history to one where every woman and girl
lives a life free of violence. This is our common goal and shared vision. As leaders of the United
Nations, your voices and leadership can help create the political will necessary to spur action.
As a community of people — at the UN, in civil society, in the private sector and in governments
— united against this scourge, we have the power to better the lives of every community in the
world.

We urge you to make a public statement in support of an Optional Protocol to CEDAW
dedicated to ending violence against women and girls.

Thank you for your consideration and for your leadership.

Sincerely,

6 “Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls,” UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Sustainable
Development Goals, SDG 5, Targets and Indicators, accessed May 31, 2023. https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal5

5 Ibid

4 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Adopted 13 December 2006.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-persons-disabilities
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AFRICA

Ahokou Enam Laurice, Girls Leader Bénin, Benin; Hilary Gbetoenonmon, Plan International Bénin,
Benin; Rafatou Djoddi Sikka, Benin; Elisée Bado, Fondation be neere for a cause, Burkina Faso;
Patindnimba Micheline Nikiema, Young Energy Actor, Burkina Faso;Manirakiza Godelieve,
Burundi; Ndayiragije Clarisse, Union des Personnes Handicapées du Burundi- UPHB, Burundi;
Serge Gahungu, Action pour le Droit et le Bien-être de l'Enfant, Burundi; Ebelle Charlotte,
University of Douala, Cameroon; Lilian Dibo Eyong, Lilian Dibo Foundation, Cameroon;Moh
Harriet,MOH Foundation, Cameroon; Njuzy Anyijab Mary-Assumpta, Cameroon; Sakinatou
Adamu Abdou, Cameroon; Sally Sandra, Daraja Reube Mbororo Development Association,
Cameroon; Tabe Ruth Nke-Enowmbi, Food and Rural Development Foundation, Cameroon; Achi
Justance Falone Ngu, Falone Foundation, Cameroon; Christina Eko, Cameroon; Fonkem Brenda
Nanjai, Fighting Against Poverty for Sustainable Development Organization, Cameroon; Georges
Simo, Cadire Cameroon Association, Cameroon; Gladys Mbuya, Fida Cameroon, Cameroon;
Hélène Florence Ngando,Minority and Development, Cameroon; Pauline Lambou,Women
Coalition for Agenda 2030, Cameroon;Welisane Bonè, Action Men Africa, Cameroon;Mahamat
Abdelkerim Abbas, International Helping For The Young, Chad;Mahamat Ali Abdoulaye, Ong
Ashad, Chad; Zina Brahim Mahamat, National Commission of Human Rights, Chad; Kounatcho
Narcisse Kone, Generation Femme Du 3Eme Millenaire, Côte d’Ivoire; Angela Ebeleke, C.Netzero,
Democratic Republic of Congo; Anicet Lossa Londjiringa, Association pour la Consrrvation et
Protection des Ecosystemes des Lacs et l'Agriculture Durable, Democratic Republic of Congo;
Crispin Swedi Bilombele, Àube Nouvelle pour la Femme et le Développement, Democratic
Republic of Congo; Daniel Amani, Engagement Citoyen pour la promotion de la Paix et le
Developpement, Democratic Republic of Congo; Hervé Shamavu,Women for Equal
Chances-Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo; Lumbala Lumbala, Réseau Provincial des
Organisations des Personnes avec Handicap pour le Développement, Democratic Republic of
Congo; Lindokuhle Sibiya, Youth and Women for Change in Eswatini, Eswatini; Albertina Nyatsi,
Positive Women Together in Action, Eswatini; Lindokuhle Sibiya, Youth and Women for Change in
Eswatini, Eswatini; Bayew Rade, University of Gondar, Ethiopia; Endashaw Mogessie Tiruneh,
PHE Ethiopia Consortium, Ethiopia; Eyerusalem Zeleke, Concern for Integrated Development,
Ethiopia;Martha, Ethiopia Women with Disabilities National Ethiopia, Ethiopia;Martha Bekele,
Ewin Charitable Association, Ethiopia;Martha Belayneh, Ethiopian Women with Disabilities
National Association, Ethiopia; Ashenafi Ejigu, Afar Community Initiative Sustainable
Development Association, Ethiopia; Kebba Ngumbo Sima, Gambia; Abdul-Rahaman Abdul Latif,
University For Development Studies, Ghana; Ashie Charles, Christ Soldiers Foundation, Ghana;
Benjamin Kwadwo Appiah, Freeworld International, Ghana; Joyce Kyerewaa Ahenkorah,
University for Development Studies, Ghana; Khadija Hamidu, Right To Play Ghana, Ghana;
Mohammed Bun Bida,Muslim Family Counselling Services, Ghana; Portia Afi Asempena, Padre
Pio Rehabilitation Centre, Ghana; Reejoice Afua Ndewu, Rain Healthy Health Care, Ghana; Vera
Yeboah, Freeworld International, Ghana; Akonsi Mohammed, Ghana; Braimah Sanjage, Ghana;
Christopher Dapaah, Resource Link Foundation, Ghana; Comfort Quarshie, Eden Spring of Hope,
Ghana; Francisca Ziniel, Catholic Youth Network for Environmental Sustainability in Africa, Ghana;
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Albright Alitsi, Tangaza University, Kenya; Anne Aseey,Women Students Welfare Association,
Kenya; Anne Kinyua, Kenya Communities Upgrading Standards, Kenya; Asha Abdi, InformAction,
Kenya; Audrey Bigeti, Girls to Women Organization, Kenya; Beatrice Maina, Young Women
Growing - Kenya, Kenya; Bernice Keya, Reproductive Health Network Kenya, Kenya; Brian Wekesa,
Kenya; Clive Otieno, Kenya; Collins Masinde, Youth for Sustainable Development Bungoma
Chapter CBO, Kenya; Damaris Ogutu, Imarisha Africa Initiative, Kenya; Doris Olela, Kenya; Dr.
Dorothy Njiraine, University of Nairobi, Kenya; Emelda Olale, Ugenya Technical and Vocational
College, Kenya; Euphreshia Odhiambo, Kenya; Faith Amondi, Kenya; Florence Wambua, Kenya;
Glain Naneu, Kenya Alliance for the advancement of children, Kenya; Ivy Achieng, The
Co-operative University of Kenya, Kenya; Jacob Sijaona Ouma, Arise Disabled Person Self Help
Group, Kenya; Johnson Mboya, Global Climate Change and Health Association of Kenya, Kenya;
Juliet Levine Otieno, Kenya; Lamech Omwancha, Tom Onkangi Foundation, Kenya; Lilian Nelima,
Center for Health Solutions-Kenya, Kenya;Mary Gitau, Young Women Growing, Kenya;Mary Tom,
Kenya;Mercy Kalemela Lumasia, Girls to Women Organization, Kenya;Meshack Ambale
Osembe, Fruitful Welfare Association, Kenya;Mornica Atieno, Kenyatta University, Kenya; Pauline
Waswa, Kenya; Rachel Ochieng, Sigama Junior School, Kenya; Rogers Ochieng, Support
Community in Democracy Alliance, Kenya; Soila Arasha, Kenya; Susan Irungu,Wanadada
Tufunguke, Kenya; Tabitha Rutere, Judiciary, mediation, Kenya;Winnie Koki Gitau, Gifted
Community Centre, Kenya; Ahatho, County Government of Marsabit, Kenya; Anne Nyambura,
Coast Hostess Empowering Communities, Kenya; Balkhisa Bashir, Barwaqa relief organization,
Kenya; Christine Ombima, Organization, Kenya; Emelda Olale, Ugenya Technical and Vocational
College, Kenya; Faith Gatere, Differently Talented Society of Kenya, Kenya; Josephine Mwende
Kamene, AbleRise, Kenya; Kitur Kennedy,Metromed Scientific Africa Limited, Kenya; Kristine
Yakhama, Good Health Community Programmes, Kenya; Nicodemus Makau, Independent of the
Disabled Persons of Kenya, Kenya; Pamela Njeru, Network of TB Champions Kenya, Kenya; Seth
Omwaro, Ng'iya Girls National School, Kenya; Dr. Moses BF Massaquoi Snr., Clinton Health
Access Initiative, Liberia;Margaret Nigba, Her Voice Liberia, Liberia; Johnson Flomo, Liberia;
Emma Kulombe, Chisombezi Deafblind Centre,Malawi; Lonely B Kazembe, Chisombezi Deafblind
Centre,Malawi; Victoria Mangulenje, Chisombezi Deafblind Centre,Malawi; Goundo Sissoko,
Refede Malu,Mali; Sekou Seman Bagayoko, Taliimul Industry,Mali; Hawa, Association du
Developpement et de la promotion de Droit de l'Homme,Mauritania; Toutou Ahmed Jiddou,
Association de lutte contre la dépendance,Mauritania; Abdulrahman Mohammed Karage, Nexus
social social care foundation, Nigeria; Abubakar Giwa, University of Ibadan, Nigeria; Aimee
Osamudiamen Chris, Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria; Ajani Wasiu Babatunde, Babatunde
Development and Empowerment Initiative, Nigeria; Akabogu Ogonna, Jonapwd, Nigeria; Anita
Adeyemi,Women in Renewable Energy Association, Nigeria; Bilkisu Umar Rabiu, Hizbur Rahim QI
Skills and Knowledge Center, Nigeria; Blessing Daniel, University of Calabar, Nigeria; Chika
Obinwa, Nigeria; Chizoba Wonodi,Women Advocates for Vaccine Access, Nigeria; Christy
Akanni, Global Touch Charity organization, Nigeria; Comfort Agada, New Generational Destiny
Initiative, Nigeria; Deborah Birdling, Debbie Kauna Foundation, Nigeria; Debra Okeh, Federal
Medical Centre Umuahia, Nigeria; Dr. Uzodinma Adirieje, Afrihealth Optonet Association - CSOs
Network, Nigeria; Ekaette Anwana, Advocates of Peace, Nature and Gender Justice, Nigeria;

everywoman.org | 5



Emeka Sylvester,Women Child Youth Health and Education Initiativetiative, Nigeria; Enobong
Ekwere, Children and Young People Living for Peace, Nigeria; Ephraim Samuel, Foundation for
Community Empowerment Initiative, Nigeria; Eris Jewo-Ibi,Working Fingers Int'l Initiative, Nigeria;
Eunice Adebayo, Hope for Rural Girl's Initiative, Nigeria; Ewena gift Chinwendu, Organization,
Nigeria; Farida Dalhatu, School for Special Education, Nigeria; Fatima Adam, Children And Young
People Living For Peace, Nigeria; Hassan Ibrahim Gama, Friends of the Community Org., Nigeria;
Hussaina Umar, Joint National Association of Persons With Disability, Nigeria; IhsanAbdullahi,
Bayero University Kano, Nigeria; Ijeoma Nnantah, Nigeria; Innocent Echeng, Africa Research
Association Managing Development in Nigeria, Nigeria; Joseph Kadafur B., Thlama Peace
Foundation, Nigeria; Khene Anani, Nigerian Red Cross Society, Nigeria; Kikelomo Oyetunde, The
Acalypha Child Care Initiative, Nigeria;Martha Agada, Education as a vaccine, Nigeria;Martina
Ogar, Institute of Management and Technology, Nigeria;Maryam Abdulrauf, Fcet gusau zanfara,
Nigeria;Maryam Adamu Lanko, Narrow the Gap Child Advocacy Initiative, Jalingo, Nigeria;
Monsurat Ibrahim, Young African Leaders Initiative, Nigeria;Mubarak Idris, Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria, Nigeria;Munira Ibrahim Saleh, Hope foundation for the disabled, Nigeria;
Musbahu Bello, Nti, Nigeria; Naballa Angela Destiny, Original inhabitants of person with a
disability, Nigeria; Ndifreke, Hundredfold Entrepreneur, Nigeria; Nelson Nnanna Nwafor,
Foundation For Environmental Rights, Advocacy & Development, Nigeria; Nkiruka Perpetua Opara,
Partnership for Justice, Nigeria; Nwakanma Blessing, Nigeria; Nwikwu Anulika Oluchukwu,
Nigeria; Oghenetejiri Awhana, Hands To Help International Foundation, Nigeria; Oluwadamilola
Jinadu, Nigeria; Onome Emmanuel Otueroro, Christabel Otueroro Foundation, Nigeria; Onome
Otueroro, Christabel Otueroro Foundation, Nigeria; Orugbo E. Ovuodo, Koslivia development
initiative, Nigeria; Patience Ogolo-Dickson, Advocacy for women with disabilities Initiative,
Nigeria; Philomina Otiji, Orient lives health & support initiative, Nigeria; Promise Uzowuihe,
Nigeria; Rabi Yusuf, Gender and Disability Inclusion Advocacy Center, Nigeria; Rashida Musa
Mukaddas,Women Child Youth Health and Education Initiative, Nigeria; Ruhamah Ifere, The
Youth Evolve, Nigeria; Rukayya, Alkhairi Orphanage and Women Development, Nigeria; Rukayya
Idris, Bayero University Law Clinic, Nigeria; Samson Olutunde, National Youth Council of Nigeria,
Nigeria; Samuel Okocha, Abraham Children International, Nigeria; Sarah Effiong, University of
Calabar, Nigeria; Saudat Yaki, S. Yaki Women Support Group, Nigeria; Scholastica Ekowho,
Shecoops Empowerment Initiative, Nigeria; SpeakingFingers Treasures, SpeakingFingers
LifeWorkReady Program for Deaf Adolescents and Youths, Nigeria; Temitope Adeyemi, Nigeria;
Tokoni Ngeribika, Nature Survivors Foundation, Nigeria; Tunwase Olasimbo, Deaf School Akure,
Nigeria; Usman Rahmat Anavoza,, Nigeria; Valentina Isiguzo, Federal University Gashua, Yobe
State, Nigeria., Nigeria; Yusuff Raheem, Star Children Development Initiative, Nigeria; Zarah
Yusuf Ahmad, Portrait of Lake Child Initiative, Nigeria; Abdussalam Haruna Sulaiman, Network
For Youth Enlightenment And Development, Nigeria; Adakwo, Openworld Destiny Limited, Nigeria;
Adebobola Agbeja, The Young and Woman Initiative, Nigeria; Aisha Yakubu, Joint National
Association of Persons with Disability, Nigeria; Akakwem Constance Nmerisinachi, University of
Abuja, Nigeria; Aliyu Umweni, Excellent Minds Foundation, Nigeria; Angelina Ugben, Inclusive
Skills Development Initiative, Nigeria; Bede Eziefule, Centre for the Right to Health, Nigeria;
Blessing Korie., National Association of Disabled Women Imo State Chapter., Nigeria; Bridget
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Udoaka, Brimax Care for Aged Orphans and Less Privileged Foundation, Nigeria; Bukola Ejiade,
Heritage Life Support Initiative, Nigeria; Centre for the Right to Health, Nigeria; Chidubem Ikulo,
Joint National Association of Persons with Disability, Nigeria; Chinagorom Nadia,Women against
Violence And Exploitation Foundation, Nigeria; Chinenye Uche, Nigeria; Clemency Zere Ishaya,
Young Aspirers Helpmate Int'l Foundation, Nigeria; Dr. Loveth Onuekwusi, Awwdi Imo State
Chapter, Nigeria; Ebimiere Tonye, Havid, Nigeria; Eglah Ibrahim, Nigeria; Egwu Ene,Marie Stopes
International, Nigeria; Ejiro Ajaboron, Nigerian Association of the Blind, Nigeria; Emmanuel Obasi,
Forward Africa, Nigeria; Emmanuella Lovelyn Nwabrije, Committed Soul Women Health Advocacy
Africa initiative, Nigeria; Esther Awodi, Federal Science College, Nigeria; Eunice Odedele, Gender
Equality and the Girl Child Development Foundation, Nigeria; Farah James, Nigeria; Favour
Obanro, Federal University of Technology Minna, Nigeria, Nigeria; Grace Danladi,Women Affairs
and Child Development, Nigeria; Grace Joseph, Nigeria; Habiba Yusuf, Deaf Women Abuja of
Nigeria, Nigeria; Hamza Hamidu, Nigeria; Hannatu Ishaya, Hannis Foundation for Gender,
Inclusion and Health, Nigeria; Hassan Abdullahi Dachia, G.A. Dachia Computer & Internet Cafe,
Nigeria; Hawkins Emerueh, Rural Transformation and Development Organization Umuahia,
Nigeria; Hayat Gommaa, Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria; Ibitoye Helen, Nigeria; Ikechukwu
Eze, Prudential Zenith Life Assurance, Nigeria; Iniruo Ada Tari, Joint National Association of
Persons with Disabilities, Nigeria; Joy Bolarin, Jibore Impeccable Foundation, Nigeria; Juliana
Shan, Community Health Justice and Peace Initiative for Development, Nigeria; Juliet Philip,
Spinal Cord Injury Association of Nigeria, Nigeria; Longkat Joel Jwalshik, Federal Ministry of
Environment Department of Forestry, Nigeria; Loretta Ahuokpeme, Amaclare Connect and
Development Initiative, Nigeria;Mohammed Umar Baba, Nigeria;Monicmary Itoya Eniga,
Nigeria;Musa Mustapha, National product supply chain Management program, Nigeria; Nadia
Chinagorom,Women Against Violence and Exploitation Foundation, Nigeria; Nafisa Nasir, D.F
School of Health, Nigeria; Nimat Labaika, Fulfiling Dreams Foundation, Nigeria; Odiwomma Ejike,
Law firm, Nigeria; Ogar Emmanuel Eneji, University of Nigeria, Nigeria; Okorie Agwu, Nigeria;
Olubunmi,March Healthcare Initiative, Nigeria; Oluwaseyi Ogundile,Management Sciences for
Health, Nigeria; Ories Vera Onyinye, Advocacy for Women with Disabilities Initiatives, Nigeria;
Oyeronke Olademo,Women Counseling Initiative, Nigeria; Patience, Kaduna Polytechnic, Nigeria;
Patience Ogolo-Dickson, Advocacy for Women with Disabilities Initiative, Nigeria; Rabiatu
Mukaddas,Women Child Youth Health and Education Initiative, Nigeria; Rabihat Rabiu, Nigeria;
Rabiu Abdulwahab, Bauchi State Hospitals Management Board, Nigeria; Rashidat Tauheed Isah,
Network of Women with Disability, Nigeria; Rex Uche Ndubisi-Nwankwo, Nwankwo Akubuiro
Leadership & Development Foundation, Nigeria; Rita Akpan,Women Community and Livelihood
Foundation, Nigeria; Ruby Ikechukwu, Nigeria; Sanitarian Yusif, Nigeria; Sarki Adamu Musa,
Aminu Kano Teaching Hospital, Nigeria; Saydatu Ajah, Da'wah and Guidance Bureau of Nigeria,
Nigeria; Selim Ajimoti, Nigeria; Shiphrah Bassey, Federal University of Technology Owerri,
Nigeria; Suleiman Muhammad Sani, Torro Centre for Care & Support for Adolescents, Children
and Women, Nigeria; Taiwo Odesanmi, Intervention on Health and Community Development
Initiative, Nigeria; Theresa Ayeshung, University of Calabar, Nigeria; Uroh Esther Nnachi, Coalition
for the promotion of women's rights, Nigeria; Victoria Bamiduro, Nigeria; Victoria Sani, Nigeria;
Yemisi Salami, Highly Women With Disabilities, Nigeria; Yoila Samari Raymond, Tansana Health
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and Community Integrated Development Initiative, Nigeria; Zainab Adam Yakubu, African Hub for
Community Progress Initiative, Nigeria; Zainab Atoba, International Federation of Women
Lawyers, Nigeria; Eno Morris, Help the women and orphans Foundation, Nigeria; Odimegwu
Vivian Nkeiruka, Imo state deaf women association, Nigeria; Gislain Ineza, Rwanda; Alexis Rbib,
Union desolidarite d'Aide Au Development Communautaire, Rwanda; Abdul-Rahman Edward
Koroma, Centre for Social Economic Empowerment and Development in Sierra Leone, Sierra
Leone; Joseph Jibao Kallon, Global Youth in Action For Sustainable Development, Sierra Leone;
Peter John Amara, Economic Justice Network Sierra Leone, Sierra Leone; Saffie Kalokoh,
Community Initiative for Peace and Children Foundation, Sierra Leone;Mohamed Kanu, Agro
Business Empowerment and Environmental Development for Farmers and Entrepreneurs, Sierra
Leone;Mohamed Koroma, Institute of Development and Humanitarian Affairs, Sierra Leone;
Adna Mohamed Mohamud, Livelihood Relief and Development Organization, Somalia;
Abdelwhab Yousif, Gender center for research and training, Sudan; Bedour Zakaria Mohamed,
Women's Rights Defender, Sudan; Enasb,Women's Issues advocacy group, Sudan; Insaf Aziz,
Gender Center for Research and Studies, Sudan; Raga, Darfur Cinema Centre, Sudan; Safa
Mohammad, Al Mayarim for Sustainable Development, Sudan; Zeinab Salih Adam Shein, Union of
People with Physical Disabilities, Nyala, Sudan; Islam Omer, Sudan; Latifah Mlaki,Muungano
Development Achievement In Tanzania, Tanzania; Xavery Mwaila, Tanzania; Dosse Sossouga,
Togo; Tekpessi Ewazam, Association Gounamine initiative, Togo; Allen Bonabana, Uganda;
Bwanika Douglas, Lwerudeso Organization, Uganda; Kayanga Peter, Disability Peoples Forum
Uganda, Uganda; Yangi Isaac, Uganda Martyrs University, Uganda; Apio Faith,Makerere
University, Uganda; George Hashaka, Uganda Peace Foundation, Uganda; Godfrey Tumwebaze,
Community Health and Education Support Uganda, Uganda; Joanita Kiwanuka Nakiwala, Voice
Life Health Organization, Uganda; Oijukye Oswald,Mind Watch Foundation, Uganda; Zula
Namubiru, Paradigm for social justice and development, Uganda;Musola C Kaseketi, Vilole
Images Productions-Women and Girls Disability Rights of Zambia, Zambia; Angelina Sibanda,
Lupane State University, Zimbabwe; Enddy Ziyera,Manica Youth Assembly Trust, Zimbabwe;
Martin, Eden Centre, Zimbabwe; Tinashe Zhou, Vimbanashe Trust, Zimbabwe; Tracey Gwatidah,
Development Agenda for Girls and Women In Africa Network, Zimbabwe; Angelina Sibanda,
Lupane State University, Zimbabwe; Faith Mvududu, Advocates For Development International,
Zimbabwe; Kuda Mapeture, Organization at Miss Deaf Pride Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe; Soneni Moyo,
Lupane State University Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe; Sukoluhle Phiri, Lupane State University,
Zimbabwe; Thina Maphosa, Yes Trust Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe;

ARAB REGION

Saeed Ramzi Abdel Gawad, Visions of Saeed Ramzi Abdel Gawad, Egypt; Amal Charif, HalTek,
Lebanon; Ayman Abu Shaheen, The Lee Experience, Lebanon; Diana Baalbaki,Meals on Wheels,
Lebanon; Doumouh Cherkawi,Ministry of Education & Higher Education, Lebanon; Hana Ammar,
Future Movement, Lebanon; Lama Kawtharani, Sphere Building Tomorrow, Lebanon;Manal
Hassoun, The Lee Experience, Lebanon;Maysaa Mikdadi, The Lee Experience, Lebanon; Assem
Kamel, The Lee Experience, Lebanon; Khadija Mostafa, Alfa Telecom, Lebanon; Tina Kazangi,
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Saint Joseph University of Beirut, Lebanon; Fatima Haddad, Tamik-In Association for Community
Development,Morocco; Cherif Oumaima, Tunisia; Hedia Belhaj Youssef, Centre of Arab Women
for Training and Research, Tunisia; Aisha Thawab, Abs Development Organization for Woman &
Child, Yemen;

ASIA

Samira Rajabi, Afghanistan; Shahdukht Tapesh, Binghamton University, Afghanistan;Muzhda
Mones, Afghanistan; Nelofar, Afghanistan; Niaz Wali Ahmadzai, Social Capacity Development
Welfare Organization, Afghanistan; Yalda Naiemy, Afghanistan;Mahluga Rahimova, The Society
of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan; Hamed Hasan, Bangladesh;Md. Masum Bellal,
Bangladesh;Md. Shariful Islam, Bangladesh; Nusrat Jahan, ASA University Bangladesh,
Bangladesh; Arpona Rani Munda, Barokupot Ganochetona Foundation, Bangladesh; Farhana
Toma, Bangladesh; Jyotsana Rani Baidya, Barokupot Ganochetona Foundation, Bangladesh;Md.
Ilias Miah, Centre for Environment, Human Rights & Development Forum, Bangladesh; Dr
Moazzem Hossain, Institute of Allergy and Clinical Immunology of Bangladesh, Bangladesh;
Sanjida, Bangladesh; Shabnur Sultana Lima, Barokupot Ganochetona Foundation, Bangladesh;
Sumsun Nahar, Bangladesh; Tasmina Khalid, Sex Workers Network Of Bangladesh, Bangladesh;
Amit Kumar, India; Anima Sharma, Ashwasti, India; Ashish Kajla, India; Dr. Anima Sharma, India;
Dr. Priyanka Patowari, The Assam Royal Global University, Guwahati, India; Fouziya Tehzeeb,
India; Gracefulness Rymmai, India; Juheb Jhony, Initiative for Social Inclusion and Change, India;
Nishit Kumar, Centre for Social and Behaviour Change Communication, India; Nishit Kumar,
Centre for Social and Behaviour Change Communication, India; Priyadarshi Shrivastava, Tata
Institute of Social Sciences Mumbai, India; Ranjana Padhi, India; Sachin Barbde, Physician, India;
Swati Shikha, India; Dr Sudhir Joshi, Sdg Brigade India, India; Kamakshi Tiwary, India; Priyank
Sharma, India; Shilpi Das, India; Veishonai P.,West Bengal National University of Juridical
Sciences, India; Sabreen Alwaeli, No Borders Humanity Organization, Iraq; Rozana Abdullah,
Parliament of Malaysia,Malaysia; Semjidmaa Choijil, Psychological Responsiveness,Mongolia;
Krishna Chandra Neupane, Nepal; Krishna Gahatraj, Nepal;Meena Paudel, Nepal Disabled
Women Association, Nepal; Rajendra Paudel, Karnali Province Assembly Secretariate, Surkhet,
Nepal, Nepal; Sarita Karki, Nepal; Suman Adhikari, National Federation of the Deaf, Nepal;
Upasana Rana,Women for Human Rights, Nepal; Ajay Prasad Singh, Doosan Enerbility, Nepal;
Annes Fatima, Pakistan; Asifa Naz, Pakistan; Balqiaz khan, Rural infrastructure and human
resources development organisations, Pakistan; Jayaa Jaggi, She Matters, Pakistan;Mahima
Kanwal, Rawalpindi Law College, Pakistan;Mariam Shah, Pakistan;Mehreen Ahmed, Quaid i
Azam University Islamabad, Pakistan;Mohammad Ikram, Hape Development and Welfare
Association, Pakistan;Ms Gulnaz Mashori, Fundamental Human Rights & Rural Development
Association, Pakistan; Arif Hassan, Fundamental human rights & rural development association,
Pakistan; Asif Ali, Pakistan; Badaruddin Kalhoro, Pakistan;Maryam Adil, Pakistan;Mohammad
Hassan Mashori, Fundamental Human Rights Rural Development Association, Pakistan; Raza
Hassan Mashori Balouch, Fundamental Human Rights Rural Development Association, Pakistan;
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Tariq Bashir, Pakistan; Lawrence Emanuel Montaña, University of the Philippines Los Baños,
Philippines;Miguel Montaña, Philippines; Sophia Mikaela Castaño-Montaña,Where There Is
Hope, Philippines;Marc Flores, Philippines; Shanah Guevara, Philippines;

EUROPE

Natasha Dokovska, Journalists for Human Rights, North Macedonia; Ruth Richardson,
International Network of Liberal Women, The Netherlands; Inass Tamim, Beirut Arab University,
Turkey;

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Lucilene Morandi, Gender and Economics Research Center, Brazil; Cecilia Espinoza, Nicaragua;
Miriam Ramírez López, Perú;

NORTH AMERICA

Isabela Montana, Canada; Atefa Ibrahimi, American University, United States;Madison Turunen,
United States; Rehana Rahman Kiani, United States; Teddy Igori, Trippinz Care Inc., United
States; Astrid Souto, Santa Clara University Law, United States; Daniella Angulo, United States;
Grace Scent, Claremont Graduate University, United States; Janet Olayinka, United States;
Michelle Hamilton, United States; Sefakor Komabu-Pomeyie, Enlightening and Empowering
People with Disabilities in Africa, United States;

OCEANIA

Rabia Omid, Australia; Savina Nongebatu, People with Disabilities the Solomon Islands, Solomon
Islands.

everywoman.org | 10


